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Loving in Deed and Truth 
A Sermon for the Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 22, 2018  

St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church, Largo, FL  

The Reverend J. Michael Strachan  

Acts 4:5-12; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 

 

I want to start this morning with what Peter says in our reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

He says, “This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the 

cornerstone.’ And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among mortals by which we must be saved.” I take this to mean two things. First, quite 

apparently it means that he is the hero of the story. He is the one who has fought the fight, won 

the battle, and secured salvation, and now there is salvation in no other name than his. Second, 

perhaps as equally apparent although not as well followed, it means that he is the model for 

those who want to be saved. And this is the far more difficult truth for us to believe and live 

out. Because we all want a hero who doesn’t ask anything of us. That’s the ideal. At least for 

me, it is. Go off. Win the battle. Come back. I’ll be here, and I’ll be very grateful for what you’ve 

done. But that’s not how this works, right? 

 In our reading from the Gospel of John this morning, Jesus describes himself as the 

Good Shepherd. A lot is going on here, but Jesus’ main point is simple and straightforward: “I 

am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” (10:11). 

Furthermore, from the first letter of St. John, we also heard this morning: “By this we know 

love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and 
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sister. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother or sister in need, yet closes his 

heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?” (1 John 3:16–17). 

 This speaks directly to the existence of our benevolence fund, and let me say that you all 

have been so incredibly generous and self-giving in support of that fund that it is already at a 

level that I had hoped we might be at in a year or so. And because of your generosity, we were 

able to help a family in this church in a time of need, and they asked me to express to the 

church how very grateful they are that we were able to love them not just in words but in 

action. I want to commend you in every sense of the word, and I can’t tell you what it means to 

me as your next Rector to see that type of generosity and love.  

 So one form of this self-giving love, this love that lays its life down for a brother or sister, 

is to give of the world’s good to those in need. But I think there’s another part of this. You’re 

going to start hearing three words out of me a lot: Rooted, Compassionate, and Missional. 

These are our Bishop’s keywords for the diocese, and his vision is for those words to influence 

everything that we do in this diocese and the churches of this diocese. I want us to be the 

model for this. I want to show the diocese what it looks like to be a Rooted, Compassionate, 

and Missional church, so let me give you an example of what I think that looks like.  

 What we are rooted in is nothing other than Jesus Christ, the true vine and the Good 

Shepherd. The Good Shepherd is the one who out of love and compassion for his sheep, lay 

down his life for them. So everything we do is going to be about Jesus. But that’s easy to say so, 

let’s get more specific. We are going to model everything we do off of Jesus’ self-giving and self-

emptying. And notice what else Jesus said in John 10: “And I have other sheep that are not of 
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this fold. I must bring them also.” So this isn’t about just the brothers and sisters here at St. 

Dunstan’s, the sheep of this fold, because Jesus has other sheep that are not of this fold, and he 

lays his life down for them as well. So I want to think about every program we run, every 

sermon I give, every ministry we support as something rooted in Jesus, in his self-giving and 

self-emptying love for his people.  

 And that leads us to the second keyword: Compassion. We have to look at this world the 

way Jesus views this world. We have to see each other the way Jesus looks on us. Our first step, 

whether we are dealing with a sinner or a saint or everyone in between, which is everyone, 

should always be one of compassion, love, grace, and mercy. I will say it over and over and over 

for as long as I am your rector but “Whichever of you is without sin should throw the first stone 

at her” will always be my modus operandi, and I expect you to call me to account when it isn’t. 

And this isn’t just about sin as if being compassionate and loving only meant dealing with 

people’s spiritual issues. God has created us as whole people, body, and soul, and our 

compassion to our neighbors and our brothers and sisters must be compassion that meets 

them just as God created them, as bodies and souls, with physical needs and spiritual needs. 

And this is why the work Deacon Luis and others are doing is so important. We need more of 

that. We need more ministries of compassion to those around us that model and make present 

to the world the self-giving and self-emptying love of Jesus. And again, hold my feet to the fire 

on this, please. If you have ideas for ways that we can show compassion and love to those 

around us, please come and talk to me.  

Lastly, missional. What does it mean to be a missional church? First, it means we must support 

the work of missionaries and mission organizations which we already do quite well, and we’re 
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going to do even more of in the future. The Vestry doesn’t know this yet, but I expect that when 

we make our budget for next year, 5% right off the top will go to missions and outreach, and 

that’s on top of the money that you already give us to support specific organizations. Second, it 

also means that out of compassion and love we must be bringing the message of the kingdom 

of God to those around us. This might look like a Spanish ministry. It definitely means getting 

out of our comfort zones and interacting with the lost and the broken in more ways than we are 

now. It also means that we as your church leadership need to provide you with education and 

training and materials to be able to do that more effectively.  

So that’s who we’re going to be. We’re going to be Rooted in Jesus, specifically in his self-giving 

and self-emptying love for others. We’re going to be compassionate. We’re going to reach out 

to the world around us with self-giving and self-emptying love and care for their needs physical, 

mental, and spiritual. And we’re going to be missional. We’re going to support even more than 

we do now the missionaries of this church, and we’re going to bring the good news of the 

kingdom of God to the lost and broken of our community by getting out of our comfort zones 

and meeting the world where it is. And I know this sounds like a lot because it is, but that’s 

what love does. “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in 

need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little children, let us 

not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth” (1 John 3:16–18). 

Amen.  


